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Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Ferry from Plymouth to Santander. 

Day 2/3 Train to Madrid & Day in Madrid. 

Day 4/10 Train to Cáceres & 6 full days in 

Extremadura. 

Day 11/12 Train Cáceres-Santander & Ferry to 

Plymouth. 

Departs 

May. 

Focus 

Primarily birds but other fauna and flora will be noted. 

Grading 

A/B. A traditional birding tour with small amounts of easy 

walking and some longer walks. 

Dates and Prices 

Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk (tour code ESP59). 

Highlights 

 Sea watching from the ferry in the Bay of Biscay. 

 Full day urban wildlife watching in Real Jardin de 

Botanico, Madrid. 

 Colourful Mediterranean species like Hoopoe, Bee-

eater, Roller and Golden Oriole.  

 A trip to the world famous Monfragüe national park. 

 Search for steppe species including Great & Little 

Bustards, Black-bellied Sandgrouse and Thekla Lark. 

 Fantastic Spanish accommodation, hospitality and 

cuisine, with an abundance of wildlife in and around the 

hotel grounds. 

Roller 

Roller 

Golden Oriole 

Great Bustard 
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Introduction 

 

Spread over twelve days this EcoTour offers an exciting opportunity to explore the wonderful natural 

history of one of Europe’s premier bird watching hotspots, Extremadura, with the added bonus of two 

nights in Madrid and an exciting ferry crossing across the Bay of Biscay. Based in Cáceres, we’ll spend six 

days exploring a combination of some of Spain’s finest and most contrasting habitats– the undulating, 

sun-drenched steppes and shimmering plai 

 

ns of Extremadura, the rugged oak-forested hills of Monfragüe National Park and a visit to a small but 

wildlife rich wetland at Merida.  

 

Although we will be focusing particularly on the birdlife of the region, we will not pass the opportunity to 

enjoy the abundant and colourful wayside flora as well as any butterflies and mammals we encounter 

during the week.  
 

EcoTour Principles: 

1. Operate as close to carbon neutral as possible avoiding flights. 

2. Operate as sustainably as possible following the 3 R’s principle of reduce, reuse and recycle. 

3. Aspire to improve sustainability standards in line with availability educating others in the process. 

 

NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions. However, it 

is likely that there will be some re-ordering of the programme during the course of the tour 

depending on the local weather conditions each day. This will always be done to maximise best 

use of the time and weather conditions available.   
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Itinerary 

 

Day 1/2    Plymouth Ferry to Santander, Transfer to Madrid 

 

Boarding our Brittany Ferry, we will depart from Plymouth in late-afternoon docking at Santander around 

mid-day the following day. With almost a full day on the boat, we will take advantage of the opportunity 

to look for seabirds as we pass through the English Channel and the Bay of Biscay whilst also enjoying 

the excellent facilities aboard the boat. Arriving in Santander we will take a four hour train into central 

Madrid where we will spend next two nights taking advantage of the high quality hotels adjacent to the 

station in Chamartin.  

 

Day 3            Madrid 

 

Close to our hotel are the botanic gardens (Real Jardin de Botanico) where we will spend the morning exploring 

on the search for urban wildlife like Hawfinch, woodpeckers, 

Hoopoe and Golden Oriole. We will then find a shady spot to 

enjoy our lunch, before heading to a large urban park where 

we will spend the afternoon trying to find more 

woodland/parkland species in the heart of this Spanish city as 

well as hoping to get views of some water birds which inhabit 

the large lake. After a pleasant day exploring some of 

Madrid’s urban hotspots, we will head back to our hotel for 

an evening meal in preparation for tomorrows trip to Cáceres. 

Day 4 Madrid - Cáceres 

Catching the early train means we will arrive in Cáceres around lunchtime. From here we will collect our 

minibuses and take the short drive to our base for the next seven nights, Hospes Palacio de Arenales & 

Spar, a former stately home, which has been converted into a luxury 5-star hotel with a spar, outdoor 

Hawfinch 

Hospes Palacio de Arenales 
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swimming pool, and extensive grounds that contain a variety of wildlife. Once we have settled in, we will 

have lunch in the gardens whilst enjoying views of nesting White Storks and perhaps spotting soaring 

raptors overhead. After lunch, we will set out to explore some of the local habitat, to try to acquaint 

ourselves with some of the local wildlife. 

 

Day 5             Cáceres City/Los Barruecos Lakes 

 

The morning will be spent in the City of Cáceres, where we will spend the first part exploring one of the 

many urban parks within the city. This park is a real treat; birds such as Iberian Magpie, Hoopoe, Golden 

Oriole and Hawfinch are present and can often be seen at close quarters. Dragging ourselves away we 

will head into the old town to enjoy a coffee in 

the square and spend some time roaming the old 

streets of the medieval walled city where we will 

learn about some of the history of this fascinating 

place. For lunch we will take a short drive to the 

small nature reserve of Los Barruecos, where we 

will have a picnic and explore the various small 

lakes in search of waders like Black-winged Stilt 

and Green Sandpiper before spending the second 

part of the afternoon walking through local 

habitats in search of more birds.  

Day 6 Monfragüe National Park 

We will spend the day north of Cáceres in Monfragüe 

National Park. On the way, we will make a stop at an 

interesting area of heathland where we will search for 

some of the more difficult warblers including 

Dartford, Orphean and Spectacled. After spending an 

hour or two here, we will move on to the park aiming 

to arrive just as things are starting to warm up and 

raptors are taking to the wing. Throughout the day, 

we will explore the park making various stops at 

different viewpoints. Over 1000 pairs of Griffon 

Vulture nest in the park, along with around 250 pairs of Cinereous Vulture and smaller numbers of 

Egyptian Vulture, Bonelli’s Eagle, Black Stork, Spanish Imperial Eagle and Peregrine Falcon. In the late 

afternoon, we will make our final stop in the park – the Castle. After a short climb, we will find ourselves 

at eye level with the passing vultures, and the views from up here are breathtaking.  

 

 

Monfragüe 

Black-winged Stilt 
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Day 7 Mérida and surroundings 

Today we will head south with our first stop at a huge rock 

face on the edge of a large reservoir on the outskirts of 

the small village of Alange. Here we will take a slow walk 

along the edge of the lake, looking out for species such as 

Gull-billed Tern, Blue Rock Thrush, Rock Bunting, and in 

particular, Black Wheatear. This is also a regular haunt of 

Bonelli’s Eagle and Raven and the area holds the largest 

colony of Alpine Swifts in Extremadura. After spending 

some time at this incredible location, we will take a short 

drive to Extremadura’s capital, Mérida, where we will enjoy 

a picnic lunch by the riverside, before setting out across the Roman Bridge of Mérida, which is the world’s 

longest surviving bridge from ancient times. Here we hope to find Penduline Tit, Kingfisher, Black-

crowned Night Heron, Little Bittern, Purple Heron, Cattle Egret, Glossy Ibis and Purple Swamphen, 

amongst others. Three species of swift also nest under the bridge, Common, Pallid and Alpine, and the 

large park surrounding the river can be a good place for Hoopoe, Golden Oriole and Common Waxbill.  

Day 8 Llanos De Cáceres 

The day will be spent on the steppes only a few kilometres from the city. After parking the vehicles, we 

will venture out on foot firstly through a scrubby area, which can hold Common and Great Spotted Cuckoo 

along with Sardinian and Orphean Warbler. As the scrub fades away the habitat will change into classic 

steppe and we will spend time searching for Great and Little Bustard, Black-bellied and Pin-Tailed 

Sandgrouse, along with Little Owl, larks and any raptors that could be flying over including Lesser Kestrel. 

After finding a nice quiet spot for lunch, we will spend the afternoon completing a small circuit that passes 

through steppe, oak forest and river valleys adding a variety of new species to our lists.   

Day 9 Plasencia & surroundings 

This morning we will visit an area of ancient olive groves, where there is a small population of Rufous-

tailed Scrub Robin. Although a difficult bird to find, we will search the area in the hope of encountering 

this elusive bird. The area also holds other interesting species such as Black-eared Wheatear, Serin and 

Hawfinch. 

  

We will then move onto the historic city of Plasencia, where we will have our picnic lunch before setting 

out on a riverside walk. Birds that should be present along the river include Cetti’s, Reed and Great Reed 

Warbler, Golden Oriole, Nightingale and Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, whilst Kingfisher or Little Bittern 

could be seen flying along the river. 

 

Time permitting, we will stop off at an area of pine forest for a short walk before heading back to our 

base for our evening meal. 

 

 

Blue Rock Thrush 
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Day 10             Arracampo 
 
For our last full day in Extremadura, we will visit the well-known wetlands of Arracampo, where we will 

spend the morning moving between the various 

hides trying to obtain views of species such as 

Purple Heron, Squacco Heron, Little Bittern, 

Purple Swamphen, Savi’s Warbler, Penduline Tit 

and Cattle Egret.  

 

For our lunch, we will move onto an attractive, 

rocky, wooded valley, which is not without birds. 

Golden and Bonelli’s Eagles are both possible 

here as too are Cinereous and Egyptian Vultures. 

In the woodland, there could be Golden Orioles, 

woodpeckers, Nuthatches and Nightingales.  

 

The afternoon will be spent searching some nearby lanes for the elusive Black-winged Kite, which is always 

a tricky bird to find, but being regular breeders in this area, we have a fair chance of finding them. 
 
Day 11/12          Cáceres to Santander, Ferry to Plymouth 
 
Today we will spend the day making our way towards Santander to collect the ferry back to Plymouth. 

Leaving Caceres in the early half of the morning, we will firstly take the train to Madrid before transferring 

to a second train which will take us on to Santander. From here we will board our return Brittany Ferry 

departing in the evening and arriving back in Plymouth late afternoon the following day. 

 

 

Food & accommodation 

 
All meals and accommodation is included in the price of 

this holiday except meals on the ferry and train, and 

lunches/evening meals in Madrid. Our famous picnics 

lunches will be provided throughout the tour once in 

Extremadura. 

 

Squacco Heron 

Hospes Palacio de Arenales 

Hospes Palacio de Arenales 
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Weather 
 

The weather during May in Madrid and Extremadura can be unpredictable. Days of around 14 degrees 

with rain are possible as are days of 30 degrees with bright sunshine. It is advisable to bring a 

waterproof and wellies, as well as your sun cream and a pair of shorts. 

 

How to book your place!  

 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit 

card, book online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the 

back of our main Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room 

supplements if required. If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or 

request one via our website. Please stipulate any special requirements, for example extension requests or 

connecting/regional flights, at the time of booking. 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new 

dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

